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his werke is in ryme, and as ferre as I knowe hit
is not had in prose in our tonge , . . and also be-
cause that I have now god leyzcr beying in Coleyn,
and have none other thing to doo at this tyme, I
have,' &c.

Then at the end of the third book he says that
having become weary of writing and yet having
promised copies to divers gentlemen and friends:
6 Therfor I have practysed and lerned at iny grete
charge and dispense to ordeyne this said book
in prynte after the maner and forme as ye may
here see,' &c.

X

The book when printed bore neither place of
imprint, date of printing, nor name of printer.
The late William Blades, in his Life of Caxton
(vol. i. chap. v. pp. 45-61), maintained that this
book, and all the others printed with the same type,
were printed at Bruges by Colard Mansion, and
that it was at Bruges, and in conjunction with
Mansion, that Caxton learned the art of printing.
His principal reasons for coming to this conclusion
were : (i) That Caxton's stay in Cologne was only
for six months, long enough for him to have finished
the translation of the book, but too short a time
in which to have printed it; (2) That the type in
which it was printed was Colard Mansion's;
(3) That the typographical features of the books
printed in this type (No. i) point to their all
having come from the same printing office,

On the other hand, CaxtQn conveys the im-